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Wallin: Sinbad: The Untold Tale by Charles Way

Author: Way, Charles
Title: Sinbad: The Untold Tale in The Classic Fairy Tales 2
Year of Publication: 2008
Publisher: Aurora Metro Publications Ltd.
ISBN: 9780955156670
Number of pages: 65
Rating: Excellent
Reading/Interest Level: Primary; Intermediate; Young Adult
Keywords: Arabian Nights; Sinbad the Sailor; TYA; Children’s Theatre; Fantasy Play
Production Requirements: Several different magical settings will need to be created realistically or
conceptually. Time period costuming. Special effects for magic scenes.
Number of Acts: 2
Estimated Runtime: 2 hours
Number of Characters: 14 +
Cast Requirements: 4+ men, 2+ women
Time Period: Ancient
Review:
The characters Sinbad the Sailor and Sinbad the Porter from Arabian Nights are used as a jumping off
point for this script about self-realization and coming of age. When young Sinbad the Porter delivers a
package to the renowned Sinbad the Sailor he, along with Sinbad’s daughter Ittifaq, is thrown into an
adventure and a quest to save Baghdad. The evil sorceress Jan Shah has put a cloud over all of Baghdad
that will kill all adults in twenty-one days unless a flower in a cave under the sea is found and brought
back. The Sailor sends Sinbad the Porter on the mission, and his daughter secretly follows and
accompanies the Porter. Encountering magical creatures along the way, they work together to defeat the
evil sorceress and save Baghdad, learning much about themselves and each other along the way.
As the adventures unfold, the colorful, witty, and often humorous dialogue will hook the audience, and
the characters’ growth and progression will keep the audience interested. A teenage audience will relate to
characters their own age trying to find their way in the world. The author excels in pinpointing the wants,
actions, and attitudes of that age. Hearing about the city Baghdad in a more positive light than students
doubtlessly hear in classrooms and news stories will be beneficial and mind opening. The script is full of
opportunities for exciting special effects, including warrior skeletons and a flying carpet. Because of the
length of the show and the technical requirements, the show would not be suitable for touring.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
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